
Thank you for attending the webinar 
Please submit questions in the Q/A tab

The recorded version of this webinar will be available at the
World Potato Congress website (potatocongress.org)
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Outline:

1. The potato, its global distribution and 

production worldwide.

2. The potato and today’s Global Challenges.

3. The International Day of Potato (IDP) May 30.

4. IDP 2026, its celebrations around the world.

➢ Celebration coordinated by FAO

➢ Celebration coordinated with the WPC



1. The potato is 

currently cultivated on 

approximately 17 million 

hectares of agricultural 

land worldwide under 

various agro-ecological 

conditions.



International Food Policy Research Institute, 2019, “Global Spatially-

Disaggregated Crop Production Statistics Data for 2010 Version 1.1”, 

https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/PRFF8V, Harvard Dataverse, V3

Harvested areas of potatoes
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1.3 billion people worldwide 

consume potatoes as a staple 

food



2. Facing Global 

Challenges

• Global food demand will increase by 50% by 2050

Global food systems require substantial 

improvements to:
• provide income and sustainable livelihoods to farmers

• obtain nutritious products for consumers

• minimize the current environmental footprint

The potato can help provide 

many effective solutions to 

meet today's challenges.

• Emerging impacts due to climate change

• Effects of regional conflicts



Potatoes can be an effective solution to address global 
challenges?

Food security and income

Energy and nutrition

Resilience

- High yield potential
- Adaptability to different 

agroecological systems, 
- Short growing cycle

- Carbon footprint

- Dual role:  cash crop and/or 
food security

- Produced locally, plays an 
important role in food crises
- Added value: Processed 
potatoes sector increasing in 

developing countries

- Nutritious and energy-rich, source of vitamin C, potassium and dietary fiber.
- Micronutrients content: e.g. Fe and Zn



3. The International Day of Potato

1

2

3 To encourage global collaboration 
between public and private potato sectors, 
and also between countries and 
global institutions

To raise awareness and understanding
of the potato’s nutritional benefits and 
contribution to society and food security.

The first international day related to a 
major food crop

Why an 

International Day 

of Potato (IDP) ?



FAO invited by UNGA to facilitate the
celebration of the International Day and
advocate.

The idea is to bring together governments,
potato associations from around the world by
creating a global celebration through social
media interactions and in-person events
conveying key messages about the potato.

A potato celebration in many different 
countries and cultures

In 2023, the United 
Nations GA proclaimed 

May 30 as International 
Day of Potato



4. IDP 2026, its celebrations 

around the world:

➢Celebrations coordinated by FAO

➢Celebrations coordinated with the 

WPC
Where Potatoes Grow, 

Livelihoods Flourish



IDP 2026 to be hosted in Lesotho to feature the 

achievements around the potato crop in the 

country and highlight the importance of potato in 

the agrifood systems for the African countries.

Global information campaign through the official 

IDP 2026 website and corporate social media 

platforms.

Cooking demonstrations and tastings by 

members.

FAO IDP 2026

©FAO



▪International Day of Potato 30 May | Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations FAO

(https://www.fao.org/international-potato-day/en)

Resources for the observance of the International Day

https://www.fao.org/international-potato-day/en
https://www.fao.org/international-potato-day/en


4. IDP 2026 celebrations planned and 

coordinated with the WPC

• Celebration in South America (Chile, Ecuador and 

other countries) - Julio Kalazich

• Celebration in South Africa – Willie Jacob and 

Sheila Makgato

• PotatoesAustralia- Nigel Crump and Sonia 

Waterson

• Prince Edward Island (Canada)-Greg Donald and 

Kendra Mills

• IDP in Europe and  in The Netherlands –Berta 

Redondo and Jaap Delleman

• PotatoesUSA - Kimberlee Breshears and Blair 

Richardson

Potatoes Australia



Chilean Potato Association – ACHIPA

This event is aimed at the entire potato sector: producers, industry, 
authorities, researchers, technical advisors

https://8g1e9.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsE8LPMWeibeQd2HGyMg56/vfkgZeeXJxfm


Celebration in Ecuador- National Agricultural 

Research Institue - INIAP

Webinar in collaboration with the 

International Potato Center (CIP)

for celebrating the IDP2026.

With the participation of national 
and international experts, key 

issues will be addressed to 
strengthen the production and 

sustainability of the crop in 
Ecuador.



Celebration in South Africa

Market Day to celebrate the potato at the Johannesburg Fresh 

Produce market with potato value chain actors.

Activities:

➢ Radio live broadcast from the market for the morning.

➢ Product engagement: Potato soup will be served to buyers 

and stakeholders.

➢ Industry Exhibitions to display their potato-related products 

from different organizations and their contribution to the 

potato value chain.



Main activations planned to 

celebrate International Day of 

Potato, 2026 in Australia

1. Potatoes Australia is teaming up 

with @theveggiescientist_ to uncover the 

science and the real story behind every 

potato. Changing how the next generation 

sees potatoes (nutrition, versatility, and 

sustainability).

2. Potatoes Australia is seeking people across 

the supply chain to become Potato 

Ambassadors and tell their story by sharing 

social media content.

“ Share a video or a photo, tell the world 

about your role and why potatoes are not just 

another vegetable to you ».

3. Encouraging people to join Potatoes 

Australia and celebrate.

Social Media Collaboration: 

Potatoes Australia X The 

Veggie Scientist

https://www.tiktok.com/@theveggiescientist


Main activities planned to celebrate 

International Day of Potato, 2026 in 

Prince Edward Island (Canada)

The social media campaign is a large part of 

PEI IDP-2026 communications:

1. Press/media release during the week 

leading up to May 30.  With focus 

government, growers and the greater 

industry via interviews.

2. The campaign includes social media 

outreach, with a video showcasing the 

importance of the potato industry in PEI. 

3. Online advertising, local radio contests, 

potato giveaways and prizes on May 30.



EU potato associations in coordination with Europatat



IDP in The Netherlands focused on politics

In the Netherlands, the International 
Day of the Potato has  been actively 
promoted among politicians and 
policymakers for three consecutive 
years. 

This year focuses on a ‘journey through 
the world of potatoes’, with special 
attention given to recently installed 
members of parliament. 

The response from political circles has 
been very positive, while the activities 
have also generated significant 
engagement on social media.



International Day of Potato

Background:

• The Potatoes USA culinary team created 

original recipes featuring potatoes in 

traditional dishes from around the world.

• The recipe videos are shared on social 

networks and digital media, thus contributing 

in May to the International Day of Potato and 

celebrating the importance of potatoes 

around the world.



Recipes
• Italy: Gnocchi

• Poland: Pierogi

• Japan: Korokke

• India: Aloo Gobi

• Germany: Schupfnudeln

• Japan: Irio

YouTube Playlist Link

For any questions or access to the digital assets,

Contact: kayla@potatoesusa.com

• West Africa: Maafe

• Ireland: Colcannon

• Mexico: Tacos Dorados

• Nigeria: Potato Fufu

• China: Suan La Tu Dou Si

• Peru: Lomo Saltado

Maafe, West Africa

Video Link

Aloo Gobi, India

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3jND6CPGT0&list=PLela2y1LXK5DZ7zkdP2bG-Ck8Jg8Bu0c-&pp=0gcJCcsEOCosWNin
mailto:kayla@potatoesusa.com
https://youtu.be/BXn4mGhb_L8?si=da98fKC4clN-sZtx
https://youtu.be/SRgYOaFaMNk?si=GCz-nV0-uzth_TV7
https://youtu.be/1VsfxAynDJk?si=Fj5Y8IcA9ZPon_Ss
https://youtu.be/1VsfxAynDJk?si=Fj5Y8IcA9ZPon_Ss
https://youtu.be/SRgYOaFaMNk?si=GCz-nV0-uzth_TV7
https://youtu.be/1VsfxAynDJk?si=Fj5Y8IcA9ZPon_Ss




International Day of Potato – Lomo Saltado, Peru

Celebrating the Andean birthplace of the potato



May 30, 
2024

Save the date

a.devaux@cgiar.org

May 30, 
2026

Save the date

Thank you!



For more information on IDP2026,

Contact IDP Secretariat at:

International-Day-of-Potato@fao.org

Nice to see how the IDP 
celebration is spreading around 

the World! 

Where Potatoes Grow, 

Livelihoods Flourish



October 26-30, 2026 

Naivasha, Kenya

Mark your calendar for the next 

World Potato Congress!

https://wpc2026kenya.com/
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